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striving witli God and nature for the possession of
the bodies of two and a half millions of our coun-
trymen, "The Lord rebuke you! "

To the political campaigns of the early days of
the Free Soil party, Whittier's satirical pen lent a
spice that was highly relished by all except the
victims of his good-natured raillery. Some of the
poetical sallies of those times were published anon-
ymously, but the public soon learned that there
was only one man in New England capable of pro-
ducing them. "While John P. Hale, at the head
of the Independent Democrats of New Hampshire,
aided by the Liberty party, was making the can-
vass that finally placed him in the United States
Senate, Mr. Whittier took a lively interest in the
contest, and paid off in stinging verse the insults
that had been heaped upon him and George Thomp-
son in their visit to the state capital eleven years
before. At the time when "A Letter " appeared
in the " Boston Chronotype," in 1846, the public was
so familiar with the names and doings of the poli-
ticians satirized that explanatory notes were not
needed. Whittier did not openly acknowledge the
" Letter " as his own until the publication of his
complete works in 1888, more than forty years
after it was written, and such notes were added as
were needed to explain the satire to the present
generation.

TO JOHN P. HALE.

16th 9th mo., 1846.

I see by the papers that thy lecture in Faneuil
Hall takes place on the 18th. There is one point